Town of Taber:
Gateway Signage
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1. Overview
1.1 Introduction

Gateway signage is located at key entries into a town, and provides visitors and residents with one of
the first impressions of a town’s character and theme. Additionally, gateway signage can provide
information on events, activities, and businesses located within a town. For a town like Taber that is
located along a major thoroughfare, attractive and informative gateway signage is essential for
encouraging travellers to visit the town and support local businesses. It can assist in improving economic
vitality and providing a strong sense of place that will leave a lasting impression.

1.2 Goals of Signage Plan

The development of a cohesive gateway signage plan for the Town of Taber will:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Improve Town brand awareness.
Convey the Town’s sense of community.
Consolidate signage into a more cohesive manner.
Encourage travellers to explore Taber and visit businesses.
Allow visitors and residents to easily and comfortably navigate to main attractions, businesses,
and services.
Provide for an attractive and enticing entryway into the Town of Taber from all gateways.

1.3 Town Gateways

Figure 1: Daily Traffic Volumes on Main Thoroughfares

Town Gateways are the main entrances to the Town that see a high volume of traffic on a daily basis.
Figure 1 displays the Average Annual Daily Traffic amounts for different sections of road in and around
the Town of Taber from 2018. Figure 2 breaks these numbers down further into intersections. Key
intersections can be identified by looking at the daily traffic volumes of these roads and intersections.
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There are four (4) main gateways and two (2) secondary gateways into the Town. Main gateways consist
of at least one National Highway System or Arterial Road, while secondary gateways are along Local
Roads.

2.0 Current Reality
The key corridors to, and through, the Town of Taber currently have signs that can be grouped into
three distinct categories:
-

Main Entry Signage: Signs that welcome travellers to the Town.
Secondary Entry Signage: Signs that display community groups and events.
Wayfinding Signage: Signs that help a traveler navigate to various destinations.

2.1 Main Entry Signs

The Town currently has two types of Main Entry Signs. There are four (4) “Welcome to the Town of
Taber” signs, and two (2) “Welcome to Downtown Taber” signs.

Figure 2: Main Entry Signs
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Welcome to the Town of Taber

Colour Composition
Blue
Yellow

General Description
The Town currently has four (4) identical “Welcome to the Town of Taber” signs located at or near each
of the four main gateways. These signs are roughly 8 feet wide by 3 feet high, are placed on a large
circular mound of rocks, and are illuminated at night by lights placed at the base of the sign. The signs
include the phrase “Welcome to the Town of Taber” and the town logo.
Condition
All four of the signs are in good condition except for the south facing sign on Highway 36, which has
experienced significant sun-fading.

Welcome to Downtown Taber

Colour Composition
Blue
Yellow
Off-White

General Description
The Town has two “Welcome to Downtown Taber” signs, both of which are located along Highway 3,
and provide some direction towards Downtown for travellers coming into town from the east and west.
The signs are composed of a 7 foot tall “L” shaped rock pillar with a lantern light on top and a 5 by 2 foot
sign nestled into the crux of the “L”. The signs are each illuminated by one light placed at the base of the
structure.
Condition
The structures for both signs are in good condition, however the sign located on the west side of town
has significant peeling and rusting on the metal portion of the signage.
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2.2 Secondary Entry Signs

Figure 3: Secondary Entry Signs

Secondary Entry Signs include signs that are typically located near the beginning of key corridors and
provide information on community groups and events. There are five different types of Secondary
Entrance Signs located along the highways entering the Town of Taber: Taber Service Clubs, Canadian
Badlands, Taber Community Against Drugs, Twinned Communities, and Cornfest Advertising.

Taber Service Clubs
Colour Composition
Black
Red
Blue
Yellow
White
General Description
Large steel frame, approximately 9 feet in height with a 4 by 7 foot steel hatched area containing 5-6
local club logos, and another 2 x 6 foot sign on top with the phrase “Taber Service Clubs”.
Condition
Both signs are in very poor condition. Most of the steel is rusted, and many of the logos are peeling and
faded to the point where some of them are indecipherable.
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Canadian Badlands
Colour Composition
Blue
Red
White

General Description
An 8 by 8 foot wooden frame with a 3 by 6 foot sign that says “Canadian Badlands”. This sign is outdated
as Taber is no longer part of the Canadian Badlands group.
Condition
Moderate condition.

Taber Community Against Drugs
Colour Composition
Blue
Orange
White
General Description
A 4 by 8 foot sign with the phrase “Taber Community Against Drugs”, their website, and their logo. The
sign is placed on a wooden frame.
Condition
The signs are slightly faded, but in otherwise good condition.

Twinned Communities

Colour Composition
Blue
Green
Red
Yellow
White
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General Description
4 by 8 foot sign displaying the Town’s partnership with Higashiomi, Japan as Twinned Communities. The
sign is on a wooden frame, and includes the logo and population for each municipality
Condition
The signs are in moderate condition.

Cornfest Advertising

Colour Composition
Black
Green
Yellow
White

General Description
Cornfest signs that are put up annually to advertise Cornfest. They are roughly 4 by 8 feet. Placed on a
wooden frame, and display the dates of the festival, along with an image of the mascot.
Condition
The signs are in moderate to good condition.
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2.3 Wayfinding Signage

Figure 4: Wayfinding Signs

General Description
Wayfinding signs help people, especially tourists and drivers passing through town, navigate their way to
main attractions, amenities, and services.
The majority of the wayfinding signs along the highways adhere to the standard shapes and colours as
found in Section A4.3.2 Shape and Colour of the Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation Highway
Guide and Information Sign Manual.
List of Wayfinding Signs:
●
●
●
●
●

Taber Golf Club (word or image) - 4
Taber Agri-Plex - 5
Taber Motor Sports Park - 3
M.D. of Taber Shooting Complex - 3
Ken McDonald Sports Field - 6
7

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

M.D. of Taber Park & Campground (also displayed as “M.D. of Taber Municipal Park”) - 7
Information (?) – 2
Hospital – 8
Police - 3
Parking - 1
Taber Airport - 1
Waste Transfer Station - 3
Off Leash Dog Park - 1
Taber Business Centre - 2
Curling (image) – 1
Library (image) – 1

Colour Compositions
Wayfinding signs in and near the Town have four different colour compositions:
Blue/White
Green/White
Brown/White
White/Black
Condition
The signs are all in generally good condition.

2.4 Traffic Trends

Signage plays an important role in dictating traffic, especially for visitors and other vehicles passing
through town on their way to another destination. Although more studies would be required to properly
display the amount of people that visit Downtown Taber as a destination, or stop in as they pass
through town, the traffic trends indicate that this number may be fairly low.
The main entrance to the Downtown core is via 50th street from Highway 3. The daily statistics for
vehicle heading towards Downtown from the intersection of 50th Street and Highway 3 are as follows:
●
●
●

From the West on Highway 3 – 950/day
From the East on Highway 3 – 510/day
From the South on 50th Street – 1440/day

This gives the sense that most traffic entering the Downtown area may be locals, as visitors are unlikely
to enter Downtown from 50th street south of Highway 3. Additionally, of those entering from Highway 3,
it is reasonable to expect that a significant portion of them are likely workers, locals, or people coming
from nearby rural areas.
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3. Signage Inventory
3.1 Signs that could remain
Main Entry Signs
All the Main Entry signs are in good condition and could remain for a number of years.
Improvements or Repairs that may be required:
Description

Image

“Welcome to the Town of Taber” sign on
Highway 36, south of Highway 3, is sun-faded and
may require an update.

“Welcome to Downtown Taber” located on
Highway 3 heading east towards Downtown is
peeling and rusted, and may require a
replacement for the sign portion of the structure.

Secondary Entry Signs
Although some of the secondary entry signs are in good condition, it is not recommended that any of
them should remain in their current format, except for maybe the “Taber Community Against Drugs”
signage. The remainder of the secondary signs could be consolidated, as will be discussed in the Future
Opportunities section.
Wayfinding Signage
All existing wayfinding signage should remain in place, but a few updates and additions would be
recommended to improve navigation within the Town. This will be discussed in the Future Opportunities
section.
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3.2 Signs that could be removed

The following is a list of signs that could be removed due to various reasons:
Description
“Canadian Badlands” – 2 signs,
one on either end of Highway
3.

Reason for Recommended
Removal
The Town of Taber is no longer
part of the Canadian Badlands
group.

“Taber Service Clubs” – 2
Signs, and a few individually
placed logos.

These signs are in poor
condition, are outdated, and
could be consolidated into a
new sign with other Secondary
Entry signs.

“Welcome to the Town of
Taber” – One older Welcome
to Taber sign still exists on the
north end of Town along
Highway 36.

This sign is redundant, and
outdated.

Image
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4. Future Opportunities and Recommendations
4.1 Town Theme and Colours

To further enhance the Town of Taber’s sense of place, a
consistent theming and colour scheme could be used on
all signage, excluding the standard wayfinding signs that
follow provincial signage guidelines. A consistent theme
improves aesthetics while providing travellers with an
idea of what to look for before they even enter the heart
of the Town.

Theme

Beyond the Town logo being on the main entry signs,
and the large stalks of corn near the corner of 50th Street
and Highway 3, The Town’s gateways don’t currently
embrace a theme.
During the creation of the Taber Downtown & Gateways
Redevelopment Plan in 2004, focus group participants
discussed potential themes for the Town. The
suggestions related to agriculture (corn, sugar beets,
irrigation), history (Tank 77), natural resources (oil and
coal), and the railway. Further group studies may be
required to further narrow down these themes.

Colours

Currently, the main colours used for Town theming are
blue and yellow, as seen on the Town’s main entry signs.
However, this is not consistent with the Town’s logo
which is green and yellow. This is something to
potentially address when the current entry signs are
replaced.

Recommendations

1. Choose a main Town theme to be used for
gateway signage and features, and throughout
the Town to create a consistent “sense of place”.
Due to the Town being known worldwide for
corn, and there already being a number of corn themed items, this may be an ideal theme.
2. Choose a main colour scheme to be used for gateway signage and features, and throughout the
Town. The colours of the current Town logo (yellow, green, white) may be ideal colours as they
embrace the prairies, corn, and the southern sun.
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4.2 Gateway Features

Figure 5: Gateway Feature Example (proposed in MDP)

Gateway features that display the Town’s theme, colours, and unique offerings are critical for providing
travellers with their first impression of the Town. The features should grab attention, but only provide
the amount of information that can be processed in the time it takes to drive by it.
A gateway feature should include the following elements:
1. Town of Taber name and Logo.
2. A larger themed element (such as the corn steel cut out displayed seen in the Gateway Feature
Example from the MDP).
3. A digital sign for advertising community events and news.
4. Native plantings that look good during all seasons of the year.
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Potential Locations

Figure 6: Potential Entry Feature Locations
Intersection

Average number of vehicles
entering town per day at this
intersection

Average number of vehicles passing
through this intersection per day

Main Gateways
A. Highway 3 and Highway 864

4,620

10,210

B. Highway 3 and Highway 36
(on the west side of town)

620

9,590

C. Highway 3 and Highway 36
(on the east side of town)

3,750

10,930

D. Highway 36 and 64th Avenue

2,110

5,190

E. Highway 864 and 64th Avenue

680

2,810

F. Highway 864 & 50th Avenue
(Secondary entrance)

350

4,570

Secondary Gateways

Figure 7: Daily Traffic Volumes
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The potential locations for main gateway features as seen in Figure 6 can be prioritized as follows:
1. Locations “B” and “C”
○ Highway 3 is the main traffic corridor through Taber. As such, it is important that it
leaves a good impression on travellers. This makes it the ideal corridor to place larger
gateway features. Although there are 3 key intersections along Highway 3, it would be
redundant to place a feature at both locations “A” and “B”. Location “B” has been
prioritized over “A” as it would capture the eyes of traffic coming towards the heart of
town from the west on Highway 3, the north on Highway 864, and the south from
Highway 36. Location “C” has been prioritized to capture traffic coming from the east
along highway 3.
○ A gateway feature at Location “B” should be located southeast of the intersection.
○ A gateway feature at Location”C” should be located northwest of the intersection.
2. Location “D”
○ The majority of travellers coming to Taber from the north use Highway 36 making this a
better option for a gateway feature than Location “E”, which is less likely to be used by
travellers as it is a secondary road.
3. Locations “E” and “F”
○ The number of vehicles entering Town from these intersections is quite low, and is likely
to be largely made up of local traffic. It would not be a priority to add larger gateway
features at these locations. However, smaller “Welcome to Taber Signs” that provide
directions towards downtown would be recommended.

Recommendations

1. Develop a gateway feature concept that embraces the Town theme and colours.
2. Implement the features at the prioritized locations as funding becomes available.

4.3 Gateway Landscaping and Aesthetics

The landscaping and general aesthetics at and along the key gateway intersections and corridors should
be a high priority for the Town. Opportunities for improving these include:
1. Encouraging businesses along the gateway corridors to further enhance their landscaping. This
could be completed through grants (local or provincial), local beautification competitions, or
other initiatives.
2. Development of new, aesthetically pleasing parks, buildings, or planting areas along the
corridor.
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4.4 Secondary Entry Signage

Figure 7: Potential Sign Consolidation

The secondary entry signage could be
consolidated into one sign near each of the
main gateways to the Town. The main items
on these secondary entry signs will be the
service clubs, but could also include other
groups, organizations, or initiatives.
The consolidated signage could be designed
in a similar way to this example sign shown,
and should embrace the Town’s theme and
colours. The cost for the supply and
installation of a sign like this would be
between $10,000 - $20,000 depending on
the size, materials, and number of “service
club” signs attached.

4.5 Visit Downtown Signage

In addition to the existing “Welcome to
Downtown Taber” structures, it would be
beneficial to add signage along the main
corridors, especially Highway 3, displaying
some of the main businesses and attractions

Potential Service Clubs Sign
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in Downtown to encourage travellers passing through to stop in the Downtown.
Similar to the secondary entry signage, the visit downtown signage should be condensed and allow for
interchangeability as businesses and attractions change. Additionally, to help fund the sign, business
could pay to be placed on the sign.

4.6 Wayfinding Signage

A wayfinding signage plan should be developed for navigating to all key services, areas, places, and
businesses from the main gateway intersections.
The main area where this is currently lacking is the
provision of wayfinding signage to and within
Taber’s Downtown. As a means of assisting local
businesses, wayfinding signage should navigate
travellers to a central, free parking area that has a
kiosk board with key town information and
mapping. Additionally, within the downtown,
there should be pedestrian friendly wayfinding
signage to guide people outside of their vehicles.

5. Moving Forward
5.1 Summary of Recommendations

1. Main entry sign repairs
a. Southern “Welcome to the Town
of Taber” sign.
b. Eastern “Welcome to Downtown
Taber” sign.
2. Secondary sign removals and
consolidation
Potential Visit Downtown Sign
a. Remove all existing secondary
signs, and consolidate them into 1
sign that could be placed at the 3 main entrances into the Town of Taber.
3. Town theme and colour scheme
a. Establish a consistent theme and colour scheme to promote the Town’s sense of place.
4. Main gateway feature
a. Design and install a large gateway feature at the main entrances to the Town. These
features should show the Town’s theme and colours, and advertise community events
on a digital board.
5. Visit downtown signage
a. Signage encouraging travellers to visit Taber’s downtown should be placed at key
intersections along the main gateways.
6. Wayfinding signage plan
a. A wayfinding signage plan should be developed to attract people into the Town, and
guide them to key destinations, businesses, and services.
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