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Appendix A - Town Considerations

1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose

The purpose of the Downtown Architectural Guide for the Town of Taber is to encourage future
development and redevelopment of the Downtown to complement and enhance the existing unique,
small-town character. The guide has been developed to apply to Taber’s Downtown District in order to
enrich the experience of residents, visitors, and others who may not otherwise come to the downtown
core. Improving the downtown user’s experience should lead to more pedestrian traffic, and
subsequently improve the viability for a wide breadth of businesses.

1.2 Goal

The overarching goal of this guide is to create a sense of place in Taber’s Downtown District that
enriches the public experience and attracts more residents, tourists, and businesses to the downtown
area. Some of the key ways to achieve this will be through:

T

●
●

Small-Town Character: Maintain and enhance the small-town character
Historical Context: retention and adaptive reuse of historic buildings, facades, and resources,
while sensitively integrating new development that conforms to the historical context
Accessibility: Pedestrian safety, active transportation, and universal accessibility
Human Scale: create a comfortable and attractive environment for pedestrians through
appropriately scaled buildings, enhanced facades, and interesting building details at street level
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●
●

1.3 Historical Development
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The first settlement of Taber
began in 1903. Mormon settlers
formed a hamlet known then as
Tank No. 77 along the Medicine
Hat-Lethbridge Railway. The
area was renamed “Tabor” after
a post-office was established by
the Canadian Pacific Railway. It
was incorporated as a village
under the Northwest Territories
administration on April 3, 1905.
The current spelling of “Taber”
occurred as a result of a typo
when the town was
incorporated by the Alberta
Government on July 1, 1907.

Taber grew steadily as an agricultural and coal mining community until 1913 when the new coal mines in
Drumheller forced the closure of the smaller strip mines west of the town. A drought between 1913 and
1914 also forced farmers to leave the area. The combination of these events negatively impacted the
town and the population decreased from 2,000 to 1,200. The Town experienced steady growth after
1920 when the Taber Irrigation district was created and droughts became manageable. Success in the
agricultural economy helped establish a vegetable canning plant in 1934 and the present Lantic Sugar
1

refinery in 1950. An oil discovery in 1937 helped Taber diversify its economy. Presently, the core of
Taber’s economy is supported by agricultural activities, food processing and the oil and gas industries. It
is renowned for its corn, potato and sugar beet production as well as a growing hemp industry

1.4 Role of Guide

This guide is to be used as a supplement to the Town of Taber’s Municipal Development Plan and Land
Use Bylaw. It is intended as a tool for reviewing proposals in the outlined area, and should be used by
developers, landowners, businesses, and consultants during the development of proposals. This guide
should also be used to inform community design and streetscape plans.

2 Private Building Design Guidelines
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2.1 Building Mass, Scale and Siting

Background
Zoning Bylaw No. 14-2016 limits the height of new buildings to 14 metres in order to protect the human
scale within the Downtown area. Limiting building heights and incorporating multi-level setbacks where
feasible, allows for more light at street level and creates a more comfortable environment for
pedestrians.
Intent
To ensure that the design of new buildings, additions, and renovations complement the existing street
pattern, and further enhance the small-town, historical context of the Downtown.
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Guidelines
2.1.1
The frontage for all new buildings should be located at the average front setback of the two
adjacent buildings. For buildings located on corners, the building should be built directly in line
with adjacent buildings.
2.1.2
Design new buildings with a minimum height of two storeys to further increase the
Downtown’s density, and to provide a comfortable street enclosure.
2.1.4
Building height should not exceed the height of an adjacent building by more than two storeys.
In cases where taller buildings are proposed, higher storeys should be setback to maintain
human scale.
2.1.5
Retain Taber’s traditional storefront rhythm of windows and doors (approximately every 7.5
metres) to create a sense of cohesive design within the Downtown and provide visual interest
at the pedestrian level.
2.1.6
New buildings that span more than one lot should avoid the creation of a
monotonous/repetitive street wall through variances such as changes in setbacks, building
materials, and colours.
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2.2 Façade Composition
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Background
Building facades in Downtown Taber currently consist of brick, stucco, aluminium siding, and some
historical mason work. Many of the historical buildings have either been torn down, or had their facades
covered by aluminium and other forms of siding. In order to restore the small-town historical character
of Taber’s downtown, the remaining historic facades should be uncovered and rehabilitated where
possible. Historical facades in Taber are largely characterized by storefronts that are rich in detail, and
have recessed entryways, large main floor windows, and cornices between storeys and at the top edge
of the building.
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Intent
To ensure that new and rehabilitated building facades reflect Taber’s historical character, and help
create a more vibrant, attractive downtown. Buildings and the outdoor areas adjacent to them should
support pleasurable pedestrian activity and stimulate visual interest.
Guidelines
2.2.1 Building fronts should employ a minimum of two different building materials to maintain visual
interest.
2.2.2 The following primary building materials are allowed for Downtown facades: Brick or brick
veneer, stone or manufactured stone, wood siding, cement fiber-board siding or other
high-quality material. Smooth stucco is allowed on up to 80% of the building facade. Buildings
on corner lots must use these materials on both the primary street and the secondary street.
2.2.3 The use of colour on building facades is encouraged to provide visual interest, diversity and
vibrancy within the Downtown. Buildings with heritage qualities should use limited, historically
recognized colour palettes.
2.2.4 The use of a variety of architectural styles, from Neo-traditional to contemporary, are
encouraged if conforming to basic urban design principles of contextual design.
2.2.5 Distinct roof lines such as cornices should be included in building design.
2.2.6 Façade height should vary from building to building to create visual interest along the street.
2.2.7 Roof top structures and mechanical equipment should not be visible from street level.
3

2.2.10

2.2.11

2.2.12

2.2.13
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2.2.9

Doors, doorways, and windows should be designed
to reflect the traditional scale and character found
in the downtown.
Historical buildings should incorporate façade
plaques describing the history of the building or
site.
Blanks walls without windows, doors or
architectural features should be minimized. Blank
walls should be animated with artistic murals or
appropriate signage.
New infill roof types must show coordination in
style and type with existing rooflines. They may use
traditional false fronts to achieve a balance of rooflines.
Emphasize entry points by recessing them and
incorporating prominent canopies, porticoes, and/or
signage to create visual interest and create a sense of
place within the downtown.
The Town should encourage proposed developments to
include public art, street furniture, or distinct signage as
part of their development to beautify the downtown.
Weather protection features such as awnings should
complement the building design.
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2.2.8

2.3 Façade Lighting and Signage
Background
Lighting and signage on building facades is essential for the navigation, safety, and aesthetics of the
downtown. Well-coordinated lighting and signage also helps create a sense of place by providing a
continual theme that residents and visitors will associate with the Town of Taber.
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Intent
Enhance the sense of place, navigability, and safety of Taber’s downtown
through consistent lighting and signage that further exemplifies the
small-town character.
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2.4 Livability
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Guidelines
2.3.1 Decorative lighting fixtures should be used to illuminate building
entrances, signage, and architectural features, and illuminate
pedestrian walkways.
2.3.2 Lighting should limit glare and spillover into adjacent properties.
2.3.3 Lighting and signage should not block architectural features.
2.3.4 Façade signage should reflect the small-town character and themes
within Taber’s downtown.
2.3.5 Commercial signage should be limited above the first storey.
2.3.6 Façade signs should be located at the same height as signage on
adjacent buildings.
2.3.7 Preferred sign types include:
❏ Two-dimensional blade signage
❏ Silhouetted or individually cut out letter signs mounted on
storefronts
❏ Restored historic signage
❏ External neon signs
2.3.8 Preferred lighting types include:
❏ Gooseneck lighting
❏ Lantern style lamps
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Background
Downtown Taber’s low-rise scale allows for an abundance of sunlight and open views of the prairie
skies, and has the potential to accommodate attractive mixed-use residential. Currently, there are
minimal mixed-use residential buildings within the downtown, however the existing downtown scale
allows for new developments and redevelopments to incorporate more mixed-use into the area.
Intent
Creation of a more active downtown through the provision of more living accommodations in the
neighbourhood.
Guidelines
2.4.1 New and redeveloped one storey buildings should consider a second storey for residential units
where feasible.
2.4.2 Provide privacy between units through staggering and offsetting windows and balconies.
2.4.3 Limit the use of exterior staircases.
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2.5 Storefront Use of Adjacent Public Lands
Background
Where space is available, storefronts may be able to
accommodate patios, passive recreational opportunities,
additional landscaping, seating, and other amenities. The
provision of these amenities would allow businesses to add
further character to the streetscape, and provide more
opportunities for pedestrians to interact within Taber’s
downtown.
Intent
Attract more pedestrians and businesses to Taber’s downtown
through the addition of select amenities to the streetscape.
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Guidelines
2.5.1 All storefront uses located on Town owned land must be
approved by the Town of Taber’s Planning and Economic
Development Department.
2.5.2 Storefront uses must allow for a minimum of 1525mm of
uninterrupted pedestrian pathways on the sidewalk.
2.5.3 Storefront uses must be compatible with the aesthetics
of the business and Taber’s downtown.

2.6 Large Parking Areas
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Background
It is important to ensure that there is sufficient parking in
the downtown area to accommodate the peak hour
traffic, and larger parking areas are important to help
meet these demands. However, these parking areas can
detract from the overall aesthetics of the downtown. By
incorporating a small amount of landscaping and
amenities the aesthetics of large parking areas can be
greatly improved.
Intent
Improve the aesthetics of large parking areas through the
incorporation of landscaping and amenities.
Guidelines
2.6.1 All parking areas of 200 metres squared or larger
should have a landscaped buffer of at least 1 metre along
all property lines that are adjacent to a public street.
2.6.2 Landscaped buffers should include 1 bench for
every 20 stalls (rounded up).
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Appendix A - Town Considerations
1. Public Realm Design Guidelines
1.1 Right-of-Way Design
Background
To attract and maintain pedestrian activity in Taber’s downtown it is essential that the area is a
comfortable space for active transportation such as walking and cycling. Right-of-way design promotes
active transportation and universal accessibility that better connects people and businesses.
Intent
Ensure that the downtown is highly accessible for all types of active travel including walking, cycling, and
wheelchair use.
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Guidelines
1.1.1. The Town should consider transitioning some angle parking to parallel parking along the main
streets. This would provide a more comfortable walking space for pedestrians by removing
vehicle bumpers overhanging the sidewalk, and allow for future widening of the sidewalk.
1.1.2. Wide sidewalks should be provided on both sides of the road, especially in areas with store front
businesses.
1.1.3. A landscaping strip should be installed between the road and main walking area. This strip
should be distinguishable from the rest of the sidewalk, and could include lighting, benches,
plantings, bike locks, and other amenities.
1.1.4. Space should be provided in front of businesses for storefront displays and window shopping.
1.1.5. Crosswalks should be clearly marked with painting and signage.
1.1.6. Curb ramps and curb extensions should be provided at all intersections.
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1.2. Public Space and Landscaping

Background
Through the provision of opportunities to walk in the shade, rest, and meet with others, more shoppers
and visitors will be enticed to remain in the downtown area for longer periods of time and to visit more
businesses in the area.
Intent
Provide more comfortable public spaces and landscaping that will encourage pedestrians to stay in the
downtown area for extended periods of time.
Guidelines
1.2.1. Benches and trees indigenous to the area should be placed along the sidewalk where space is
available.
1.2.2. Larger open spaces with benches and picnic areas should be made available in the downtown
core for people to meet and relax.
1.2.3. Buffers such as planters, vegetation, and amenities should be placed between streets and
pedestrian walkways when possible.
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1.3. Street Furniture
Background
When street furniture is properly incorporated into the downtown fabric it improves beauty,
functionality, safety, and comfort. Street furniture includes amenities such as public seating, bike racks,
planters, waste receptacles, art, and signage.
Intent
Provide a comfortable and aesthetically pleasing experience in the downtown core that enables people
to spend longer periods of time in the area.
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Guidelines
1.3.1. A 2-metre pedestrian throughway should be maintained to ensure barrier-free access. This may
be reduced to a minimum of 1525mm for short intervals.
1.3.2. Waste and recycling receptacles should be provided at key intersections.
1.3.3. Public art should be incorporated into the streetscape.
1.3.4. Way-finding signage should be incorporated into the downtown.
1.3.5. Uniform lighting fixtures should be placed along downtown streets and public spaces.
1.3.6. Public water fill stations and fountains should be installed at the most heavily trafficked
intersection(s).
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Appendix B - Further Recommendations to Council
Further opportunities

In addition to these guidelines for enhancing Downtown buildings, the following could be considered to
further enhance Taber’s downtown:
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1. Town Theme and Colours.
a. A consistent town theme and colour scheme that could be used within Downtown and
throughout the rest of Taber would further enhance that Town’s sense of place.
2. Downtown Wayfinding.
a. Wayfinding signage and a central kiosk/map that use the Town’s theme would be
beneficial for navigating to, and within Taber’s downtown.
3. Inventory of underutilized downtown spaces, and initiatives that could be taken to improve
them.
a. There are a number of unused or underutilized spaces within Taber’s downtown that
could be enhanced through simple initiatives. These enhancements could range from
murals on blank walls, to side-walk games or mini-parks and gathering areas.
4. Inventory of downtown's historical buildings.
a. An inventory of Taber’s historical buildings and their key features could be used as a
supplement to the Downtown Design Guidelines, as well as information for tourism and
educational purposes.
5. Complete a parking assessment in Taber’s downtown.
a. A parking assessment would identify different areas within Downtown where parking is
in high and low demand. Doing so would identify areas that may need additional
parking, and other areas that may be ideal for the addition of patios and other amenities
to the streetscape.
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