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Section I: Introduction

- Taber Field
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Executive Summary
The Alberta Provincial Government has been encouraging urban and rural municipalities to work together, plan
together, and act in coordinated ways for the best part of three decades. With the adoption of the Modernized
Municipal Government Act (MMGA) in 2016, the Province’s encouragement will soon become a requirement.
The Town of Taber has recognized that these new requirements could have a significant impact on its
relationships with the Municipal District of Taber and nearby Village of Barnwell. Inter-municipal collaboration
on land use matters, growth management, provision of hard infrastructure services and softer social services
will be required. It is important to begin to prepare for future negotiations.
The Town of Taber Council has chosen to start the new era of collaboration by gaining a better understanding
of the where future development in the Taber “region” should be best directed to avoid environmental and
infrastructure extension issues, to maximize the benefits to the residents and business in the “region”, and to
minimize the future costs. The “region” in this instance includes land in and around the Village of Barnwell, as
well as rural lands within the jurisdiction of the MD of Taber.
1st Principles Planning was retained to prepare a Development Suitability Analysis of the Town of Taber and
surrounding area (or “region”). To carry out the assignment, 1st Principles planners undertook a two-part
comparative analysis. Part One of the project was a digital “sieve mapping” exercise that brought together
data from over 70 sources for comparative analysis using geographic information systems (GIS) methodology.
The resulting maps demonstrate graphically where there are limitations and opportunities that need
to be considered both in the natural landscape and the built environment / infrastructure systems. Part
Two of the project was a detailed policy review of relevant provincial and local policies that could impact
future development in the Taber region. This latter research also included new information from Alberta
Transportation and its consultants regarding the potential re-alignment of a Highway 3 bypass around the Town.
The findings of these two research efforts were then presented to elected officials, staff, and stakeholders
in the region in a workshop format, as a means of obtaining local thoughts and advice about where and how
future development should take place. Input for the workshops, together with 1st Principles’ application of best
planning practices, has resulted in the preparation of:
•
a GIS-based development suitability map;
•
a summary of relevant policy considerations that can, and should impact future development;
•
a Composite Growth Management Concept that reflects suitability and policy; and
•
a series of growth management recommendations.
1st Principles Planning recognizes that the results of our analyses are open to further review, revision,
adaptation, and even rejection, but they are a starting place to begin discussions regarding a new tri-party Intermunicipal Development Plan, new servicing agreements with respect to utilities and the sharing of services, and
ultimately an Inter-municipal Collaboration Framework as required under the MMGA.

- Taber from the Highway
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-TownofTaberHistoricCourthouse.ImagefromTownofTaberwebsite.

Town Introduction
The Town of Taber occupies a strategic location on Provincial Highway 3 between Lethbridge and Medicine Hat
and is 50 km east of Lethbridge, 270 km southeast of Calgary and 100 km north of the Coutts / Sweetgrass
border crossing.
Taber was settled in the 1890s as a coal mining town. Coal was shipped by steamer to Medicine Hat via the
Oldman River and it was the town’s major industry until its decline in the 1920s. Oil was first discovered in
the area in 1937. There is a growing number of oil and gas related businesses in Taber and oil and gas wells and
pipelines are evident throughout the Taber region.
The advent of irrigation in the 1930s revitalized the town. Irrigation has been a main driver of economic activity in sunny southern Alberta, with a variety of cereal, forage, oil seed and specialty crops grown. Irrigation
water comes to the region by way of the Waterton and Belly Rivers, and is transported through an intricate
system of pipelines, concrete, and earth canals. Water is distributed to crops largely via pivot irrigation. The
Taber Irrigation District also allocates water to industry including Lamb Weston (McCain), Lantic (Rogers Sugar) and others.
Other major employers in the Town include the Horizon School Division and Taber Hospital. Educational facilities in the town include high schools, junior and elementary schools. Amenities include a skate park, aquafun
centre, golf course, several baseball diamonds, and over a dozen parks. Other attractions include Taber’s rodeos
and annual Cornfest. These amenities and attractions will continue to be celebrated as the Town of Taber positions itself as a centre for tourism moving forward.
5

Project Description
In April 2017, the Town of Taber contracted 1st Principles Planning to conduct a growth management study. The
initial proposal submitted on April 21, 2017, tasked 1st Principles Planning with the following:
1. To create a GIS-based development suitability analysis of undeveloped lands within the Town’s boundaries
- within two (2) miles of the current Town boundaries and within two (2) miles of the Highway 3 corridor
for four (4) miles east and west of the Town boundary.
2. To conduct a detailed review of relevant land uses and infrastructure.
3. To work collaboratively with Town Council, Administration, staff and the community to develop a growth
management strategy that reflects Provincial initiatives (such as the Functional Study for Highway 3
Re-alignment, policies and requirements of the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan, and amendments to the
Municipal Government Act), as well as the Town’s infrastructure servicing capabilities, the results of the
development suitability analysis, and local values and initiatives.
4. To prepare a report that can serve the Town as a technical land planning foundation for proceeding with
the writing of:
a. A growth management-related amendment to the Town’s Municipal Development Plan (MDP);
b. An Inter-municipal Development Plan (IDP) with the MD of Taber and the Village of Barnwell;
c. The development of up-to-date servicing agreements, inter-municipal off-site levies, and inter-municipal
collaborative servicing agreements; and
d. If appropriate, a future application for the annexation of serviceable, development suitable, and other
lands identified as appropriate to be included within the Town’s Growth Area.
The proposal was accepted by the Town of Taber on April 26, 2017.

Growth Management Study Timeline

April 19 & 25, 2017
Site visits

April & May 2017
Data gathering and
research, work
period

May 29, 2017
Initial findings
presentation to
Council

June 15 & 16, 2017
Private & public
growth management
workshops with the
Town of Taber

July 21, 2017
Deadline for final
report to Council
& Administration

- Taber Cornfields. Image from 660 News website
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- Taber Irrigation

Section II:
Development Suitability Analysis
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Multi-Criteria Analysis Explained
4
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Analysis Revisions
The original analysis took into consideration five factors:
• Water features;
• Slope;
• Soil;
• Ecologically significant areas; and
• Roads.
After the draft presentation to Council and Administration, it was determined that Environment and Infrastructure should be analyzed separately. Council and Administration were also interested in seeing potable water,
waste water, and stormwater lines included in the infrastructure analysis.
The revised analysis is organized in the following way:
1. Infrastructure. The criteria were broken into classes of percent suitability. We used our professional judgment
to assign the weighting factors to each criteria, recognizing that these assignments were open to further evaluation and adjustment.
2. Environmental. Each of the criteria for the environmental analysis were weighted equally (i.e.. 25% each for
water features, slope, soil and ecologically significant areas). Please see the Environmental Analysis Table for a
breakdown of the class of percent suitability for each criterion.
3. Synthesis of Infrastructure and Environmental. The synthesis map is an amalgamation of the of the infrastructural and environmental criteria.
The following tables provide a detailed explanation of the criteria used, their weights and the classes of percent
suitability. The result of the analysis is an image that ranges from dark to light (suitable to unsuitable).

Table 1: Infrastructure Analysis

Criterion
Major Roads:
Close proximity to existing major roads (Highway 3, 36, 864)
Water Line
Close proximity to water lines
>100mm in diameter
Storm Line
Close proximity to storm lines
>500mm in diameter
Sanitary Line
Close proximity to sanitary
lines >500mm in diameter

Weight

10%

Class of
Percent Suitability
0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

30%

0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m
0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

30%

0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

30%

Bearing in mind the costs of servicing
new development, the infrastructure
analysis considered major roads, Town
of Taber water lines, storm lines and
sanitary lines. Only major roads and
lines above a threshold capacity were
included. Classes of percent suitability were based on standard distances
from the line in question. It should be
noted that the infrastructure analysis
used Town of Taber data and did not
incorporate other regional datasets.
The resultant image for each layer of
information can be seen in Appendix
C: GIS Mapping (p 46).
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Table 2: Environmental Analysis
Criterion
Water:
Safe distance from rivers,
lakes and wetlands

Slope:
Minimal slope more suitable for development
Soil:
Poor soils more suitable
for development

Ecologically Significant
Areas:
Ecologicallysignificantareas
not suitable for development

Weight

25%

25%

25%

25%

Class of
Percent Suitability
100%: No Buffered Water
5%: Buffered C Class Wetlands
0% Buffered B Class Wetlands
0%: Buffered Rivers, Lakes,
Irrigation and A Class Wetland
100%: 0-5% slope
60%: 6-10% slope
20%: 11-15% slope
0%: >15% slope
100%: Disturbed Soils (Urban)
60%: Class 4-7 Soils (Severe
to Unsuitable Limitation)
10%: Class 2-3 Soils (Slight &
Moderate Limitation)
0%: Water (1)
Groundcover (12.5%):
100%: Urban
80%: Exposed Soil (surrounding town)
10%: Crop land, fescue, shrub, conifer
0%: Water, wetland
Critical Habitat (12.5%):
100%: Non-critical Habitat
0%: Critical Habitat

A detailed analysis of the natural environment was conducted to understand where
development would be best suited. Water, slope, soil and ecologically significant areas
were equally weighted. In the case of water, classes of percent suitability were defined
based on Alberta Environment recommended setbacks. In terms of slope, best planning
principles were used - minimal slope is more suitable for development. Keeping in mind
the important role that agriculture plays in the region, Alberta Land Suitability Rating
System information on soils was incorporated into the analysis. Finally, groundcover
information as well as critical freshwater habitat information from Alberta Environment
and Parks was combined to form the Ecologically Significant Areas criterion. This layer
enforced the notion that development around the existing town site would be more
suitable than development near sensitive water bodies. The resultant image for each
layer of information can be seen in Appendix C: GIS Mapping (p 47-48).

10

Table 3:
Infrastructure & Environmental Analysis
Criterion

Weight

Water:
Safe distance from rivers,
lakes and wetlands

12.5%

Slope:
Minimal slope more suitable
for development

12.5%

Soil:
Poor soils more suitable for
development

Ecologically Significant
Areas:
Ecologically significant areas
not suitable for development

Major Roads:
Close proximity to existing
major roads (Highway 3, 36,
864)

12.5%

12.5%

8%

Class of
Percent Suitability
100%: No Buffered Water
5%: Buffered C Class Wetlands
0% Buffered B Class Wetlands
0%: Buffered Rivers, Lakes, Irrigation
and A Class Wetland
100%: 0-5% slope
60%: 6-10% slope
20%: 11-15% slope
0%: >15% slope
100%: Disturbed Soils (Urban)
60%: Class 4-7 Soils (Severe to
Unsuitable Limitation)
10%: Class 2-3 Soils (Slight &
Moderate Limitation)
0%: Water (1)
Groundcover (6.25%):
100%: Urban
80%: Exposed Soil (surrounding town)
10%: Crop land, fescue, shrub, conifer
0%: Water, wetland
Critical Habitat (6.25%):
100%: Non-critical Habitat
0%: Critical Habitat
0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

14%

0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

Storm Line
Close proximity to storm
lines >500mm in diameter

14%

0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

Sanitary Line
Close proximity to sanitary
lines >500mm in diameter

14%

0%: >800m
40%: 400-799m
80%: 0-399m

Water Line
Close proximity to water
lines >100mm in diameter

The final analysis synthesizes the infrastructure and environmental analyses to
provide an overview of the information. The criteria are the same and are weighted
equally to produce a composite image which can be used to aid decision making.
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Existing Infrastructure Analysis Result

1. Wastewater

2. Potable Water

3. Storm Water
4. Major Road

* Highway 3 realignment
not included in analysis

Development
Suitability
High

Low

The infrastructure analysis is based on major roads and the existence of lines above a given threshold diameter.
The analysis is based on standard distances from these features. This information should be used in conjunction with potable, waste, and stormwater master plan studies to analyze available capacity in the system. Please
refer to Appendix B: GIS Mapping (p 46) for a better understanding of the factors influencing this result.

Infrastructure Analysis

Environmental Analysis

• Major Roads:
Close proximity to existing major roads (Highway 3, 36,
864)
• Potable Water Line:
Close proximity to water lines >100mm in diameter
• Storm Line:
Close proximity to storm lines >500mm in diameter
• Sanitary Line:
Close proximity to sanitary lines >500mm in diameter

• Water:
Safe distance from rivers, lakes and wetlands
• Slope:
Minimal slope more suitable for development
• Soil:
Poor soils more suitable for development
• Ecologically Significant Areas:
Ecologically significant areas not suitable for
development
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Environmental Analysis Result

1. Class A Wetlands (Marsh)
2. Disturbed
Groundcover
3. Higher Quality
Soils than NE of
Town
4. Relatively
Lower Quality
Soils
5. Irrigation
6. Critical Habitat

Development
Suitability
High

Low

The resultant image can be used as a decision-making tool to determine development suitability. Here we have
high development suitability around the current town site. Factors contributing to this result include disturbed
groundcover around the town site as well as relatively flat land in this area. Other features of note are the
light-colored pockets (low development suitability) northwest of the Oldman River. The contributing factor
here is the existence of Class A wetlands. The effect of water and wetland value is also visible in the light color
for Taber Lake and Horsefly reservoir. The lighter color south of the town is due to soil quality: Class 4 soils
are generally found south of the town while Class 6 and 7 soils are generally found north of the town. Also
of note is the low development suitability around the coulees and tributaries west of the town. Contributing
factors here are water, ecological and slope. A better understanding of factors influencing this result can be
gained by viewing the individual layers for each criteria. This can be found in Appendix B: GIS Mapping (p 47-48).
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Synthesis Map:
Existing Infrastructure & Environmental Analysis Results

Development
Suitability
High

Low

The final analysis synthesizes the infrastructure and environmental analyses to provide an overview of the information. The criteria are the same and are weighted equally to produce this image. Please refer to Table 3 for
the inputs used to derive this result.

Key Takeaways
In the Synthesis Map (Infrastructure & Environmental), there are pockets of low development suitability
northwest of the Oldman River due to the occurrence of Class A wetlands. Moving south, development
suitability is high around the current town site due to disturbed groundcover and a higher concentration of
existing potable water, storm water and sewer line infrastructure. There is a low suitability around irrigation
lines and critical habitat areas. The influence of soil quality is also evident.
It is important to note that this analysis does not take the Highway 3 realignment proposed by Alberta
Transportation into consideration. Only a general route for the realignment is known at this time. If the new
Highway 3 realignment were to be included in this analysis, the resultant suitability map would be skewed to
the south. It should also be noted that potable, storm and sanitary water line infrastructure were obtained for
the Town of Taber only, and do not include existing lines in the Village of Barnwell or in the MD.
14

Infrastructure & Environmental Analysis
• Major Roads:
Close proximity to existing major roads (Highway 3, 36, 864)

• Potable Water Line:

Close proximity to water lines >100mm in diameter

• Storm Line:

Close proximity to storm lines >500mm in diameter

• Sanitary Line:

Close proximity to sanitary lines >500mm in diameter

• Water:

Safe distance from rivers, lakes and wetlands

• Slope:

Minimal slope more suitable for development

• Soil:

Poor soils more suitable for development

• Ecologically Significant Areas:

Ecologically significant areas not suitable for development

- Chin Lakes
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Section III:
Policy Analysis

- Taber Church
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In determining how to manage and direct growth, the Town of Taber is encouraged to adhere to the numerous
policies and plans from various levels of government and non-governmental bodies. This is so that as the Town
determines how to grow, the decisions made are supported by these documents and Taber can work collaboratively with these governmental and regulatory bodies instead of being in conflict with them.
1st Principles Planning has reviewed a series of statutory and non-statutory policy documents, as well as various
articles, reports, and papers to determine the best possible growth recommendations for the Town of Taber
(see Appendix A: List of Reviewed Policies). Since there is an infinite number of ways to grow, it was essential
to analyze and synthesize the policy documents to determine the strongest, smartest, and most attainable plan
of action for the Town. This section identifies key growth management questions for the Town of Taber to consider addressing in the immediate future.
Section IV: Growth Management Concepts provides a suggested framework as to how to address those issues
through implementable actions.

1. How can we attract industrial and residential growth and continue to provide servicing for this growth?
2. How can we retain steady population growth when 36% of the Town population is under the age of 24
and 30% of the population will be retired or poised to retire by 2027?
3. How can we imagine growth in consideration of the proposed Highway 3 bypass?

- Taber Fields. Image from Autumn Landscapes website
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1. Servicing

- Taber Irrigation. Image from Alberta Farmer Express website

The ability to service the Town of Taber is essential to its ability to thrive and grow, whether this be in the
provision of transportation, infrastructure, utilities, or emergency assistances. The Town provides high quality
servicing supported by suitable infrastructure, particularly regarding transportation, utility services, and waste
management. A key growth issue identified through policy analysis as well as discussions with Town Council
and Administration is water servicing to the current and future residents and industries of Taber. Water is a
resource we regularly take for granted, but the importance of water to the Town cannot be overstated. From
the requirement of water for crop irrigation to the essential need for water security for Taber residents, it is
imperative that water is properly managed and efficiently allocated by the Town.

Water Conservation
A growing population in Alberta means a greater amount
of water consumed by people on an annual basis across
the province. As such, there has been increasing pressure
directed by various policies to conserve water by all
possible means and methods. Since 2006 parts of the
South Saskatchewan River Basin have been closed to new
water license applications except for First Nations, Water
Conservation Objectives (WCO), and water storage
projects (per an Approved Water Management Plan). Towns
and cities will soon have to provide for more with less.
Agriculture is the greatest use of water from the South
Saskatchewan River Basin, and large amounts of water are
required for the agricultural-based processing industry
that occurs in Taber and the surrounding region. Soon,
regulatory and governmental bodies may target these
industries when discussing water conservation and the
Town may in fact find itself under pressure to reduce
its water consumption. It will be important for Taber to
become water conservation leaders in the near future
so that the Town may continue to rely on the agricultural
industry as its primary economic driver.
18

- MMGA. Image from Gov’t of AB website

Protection & Provision
The Town of Taber should ensure its economic base is provided for while continuing to uphold servicing
agreements with other towns, villages, and municipal districts. Taber has an agreement in place with the Village
of Barnwell, which commenced in 1984, to convey and sell untreated water from the Chin Lake to the Village’s
reservoir. The re-negotiation of this agreement, given recent changes in licensing agreements and the prospect
of the Province requiring a some form of collaborative servicing, is essential.
The Province of Alberta desires municipalities
to work together to come to a fair and
comprehensive solution to issues like this.
Inter-municipal collaboration will soon
be required due to recent updates to the
Municipal Government Act. Over the next
two years the Government of Alberta will
“implement mandatory regional planning
mechanisms for land-use planning, and require
municipalities to work together regarding
service delivery and cost-sharing”. The
Town of Taber could be renegotiating these
contracts at a time where inter-municipal
collaboration will be under scrutiny, and it will
be essential to work with other municipalities
to foster good relationships and mutually
beneficial agreement results.

- Government of AB Parliament Buildings. Image by Michael Wheatley, Getty Images
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“Taber has utility servicing capacity
to grow to about
12,000 people
before major expansion of the
system is required.”
- Town of Taber MDP, 2013

Infrastructure Capability
The Town of Taber MDP states that “Taber has utility
servicing capacity to grow to about 12,000 people before major expansion of the system is required”. The
population of the town is currently around 8,400 people, and the most recent census shows a population
growth rate of 3.4% (between 2011-2015). A review
of recently completed infrastructure master plans by
MPE Engineering regarding utility servicing shows that
Taber has undertaken the necessary steps to consider
its growth regarding utility servicing. However, these
studies regarding potable water, sanitary, and storm
water servicing reveal that there are certain upgrades
that are imperative to undertake as soon as possible
(i.e. the upgrading of cast iron water mains to PVC
water mains to reduce water leaks).
- Town of Taber Wastewater Treatment Plant - Octaform Bioreactor

Taber is actively attempting to
attract new economic development
(evidenced by the Growing in Taber
website) and has been favourably
singled out as a leader in economic growth and development in the
SouthGrow region (SouthGrow
Investment Readiness and Attraction
Review). As such, it is important to
ensure that new economic infrastructure developments (such as a
new agricultural processing facility
and the new residents the facility
would bring to the Town) can be
easily and readily serviced.

“Taber is an excellent example of a community that has succeeded
in attracting some value-added food businesses ... is well positioned to become a hub for value-add food businesses over the
coming decade...”

- Rainmaker Investment Report, 2015

20

2. Population Growth

- Linden View Retirement Home. Image from Good Samaritan Society website

Like the rest of Canada, Taber is about to experience a shift in its population as more and more people of the
“Baby Boomer” population become senior citizens. Taber’s demographics are practically identical to Canada’s
overall senior and soon-to-be senior demographics, but Taber will be impacted by its youth population as well.
With over 30% of the population under the age of 15 and a historic trend of young adults leaving Taber to
pursue work and education elsewhere, it is essential to analyze the Town’s changing demographics and plan to
work with these populations to ensure a secure future.

Federal Census (2016)
Youth Demographics

Senior Demographics

{
{

35.6% of Taber’s
population is
under the age of 24

By 2027:
30% of Taber’s population
could be retired or poised
to retire

21

Senior Population
Soon-to-be seniors will leave their jobs as they move into retirement, altering the shape of the workforce. This
includes in agriculture, the largest industry driving Taber’s economy. The Town and MD of Taber are heavily reliant on agriculture and agricultural processing (35% employment by industry in the region). Across the country,
the number of farmers is falling and farmers are aging into retirement or near-retirement. There are fewer
young to mid-career farmers to take the place of the large number of farmers moving towards retirement (see:
“A Portrait of a 21st Century Agricultural Operation: Agricultural Census 2017.”) In Taber, these statistics could
impact the agricultural industry substantially. Combined with the great number of young people who leave the
town to pursue other ventures, consideration should be given to how this profound shift may potentially effect
the economic structure of Taber.
Some of the aging farmers that live in and
around Taber will eventually be faced with
the need to move off their farm and to a
new location that is better suited for a senior citizen, such as a long-term care facility
or senior’s housing complex. The Town of
Taber is an ideal place for them to move to
– the Town retains a rural feel and it is near
where many of these farmers have lived
their lives. When the senior population in
town increases, it will be essential that the
social, physical, and spiritual services needed
to support this population are robust and
in place, including housing, day centres such
as community halls, and health care facilities
and the workers required to staff them.
- Taber District & Health Foundation. Image from TDHF website

Youth Population

- Taber Spray Park. Image from Travel Guide Alberta

The 2016 federal census shows that 30% of Taber’s population is under the age of 15, and Taber has more residents
under the age of 20 than the Canadian average. Taber has
evidently invested in youth-oriented infrastructure (including the spray park and the skateboard park); however, from
discussions held with residents and Administration there is
still a need to provide young families with additional recreation opportunities.
Taber also faces a challenge regarding the retention of the
youth population. According to the Town’s MDP, a “relatively
high number of 20-24 year olds leave the Town to pursue
employment opportunities or attend post-secondary institutions in other municipalities” (Town of Taber MDP, 2013).
Taber faces a very real threat to its economy, housing market, and social systems if it is unable to retain a
significant percentage of the 30% of citizens under the age of 15. In addition to this, positions in Taber’s primary job market (agriculture and ag-related industries) are not as desirable as they once were. Young people are
often eager to go to post-secondary and get a job that relates to that pay scale. If Taber wishes to retain the
youth population, the Town will have to be able to provide good reasons for the youth to want to stay in Taber,
including job, housing, and social security.
22

3. Highway 3 Bypass

Study Area
- Study Area. Image from Stantec & AB Transportation study

In January 2008, the Government of Alberta and Alberta Transportation identified the twinning of Highway 3
as one of Alberta’s major transportation initiatives. This includes the addition of a bypass around the Town of
Taber, taking inter-provincial heavy truck traffic and dangerous goods out of the Town. This policy re-alignment
could, however, threaten to impact the economy of the Town, as the Highway 3 corridor in Taber is lined by
highway commercial businesses like many other towns in Alberta. Recent action by the government’s transportation consultants at Stantec have indicated that the highway bypass is in preparatory stages, and it is important
that Taber is prepared for this major infrastructure change.
Once the highway shifts to the south, the Town of
Taber will be faced with the question of what to
do with the old highway and its surrounding land
uses and infrastructure. The development of a new
bypass provides an opportunity to examine the
old highway through Taber and determine the best
way to transform it into an asset for the town.

Town Access
Potential Change of
Growth Pattern

The Town of Taber’s 2013 MDP contains mapping
that shows current and future growth projections.
This was developed after thorough public engagement and consultation. However, these growth
maps do not take into consideration the addition
of the bypass, which might change growth projections for residential, commercial, and industrial
land uses. The Highway 3 bypass will allow for
growth to be pulled south, with future highway
commercial opportunities for both the MD and
the Town at key junctions. Future planning for this
area of mutual interest should be governed by an
Inter-municipal Development Plan.

Current Highway Commercial
Restaurants

Accommodation

Retail
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Summary
The local, regional, and national statutory and non-statutory policies that influence the Town of Taber can help
determine how the Town should grow. By working with these policies and utilizing them as tools to support
any growth and development plans, there is a better likelihood that the plans will be successful and their implementation will be easier to achieve.
The Town of Taber shows foresight and thoughtfulness by taking the initiative to be well-versed on statutory
and non-statutory policy documents, especially the Modernized Municipal Government Act. In continuing to
reach out to its neighbours such as the MD of Taber and the Village of Barnwell, the Town demonstrates to the
Province of Alberta that it is ready and willing to comply with its new legislation. By addressing the growth concerns that stem from this policy research and environmental mapping analysis, Taber will prove to be a strong
and resilient leader in the Southern Alberta region.

- Taber Flag
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- Taber Cyclists

Section IV:
Growth Management Concepts
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Introduction
On June 15 & 16, 2017, 1st Principles Planning conducted a series of two hour public engagement workshops to
envision the future growth of the Town of Taber.
The first session was held in private with the Town Council and Town Administration on the afternoon of June
15th. A second session was open to the public on the evening of June 15th. An invitation was extended to the
MD of Taber and Village of Barnwell to attend a third session on the morning of June 16th, but they were unable to attend.
Participants sketched their vision for the future development of Taber on trace papers laid on top of a base
map of the Town and surrounding area. The new Highway 3 bypass was sketched in approximately where it
may be built, and current natural landscape features such as the Oldman River and town development such as
the residential and industrial areas were also added. Participants then added their own visions, such as future
residential development, secondary transportation connections, and green pathway corridors.

Preliminary Considerations
•
•
•
•

Highway 3 Bypass. Regardless of when the bypass is constructed, it will eventually change the transient
traffic that currently comes through the Town. It is essential for the Town to consider how the bypass can
become an opportunity rather than negatively impacting its future.
CPR Railroad Tracks. Development will have to occur in consideration of the CPR rail tracks that bisect
the Town of Taber in an east-west direction. The restrictions and setbacks required due to rail tracks will
have an effect on the potential future redevelopment of Highway 3.
Water from Taber Irrigation District (TID). The Town of Taber will continue to receive its water from
the TID and will continue to operate on its weekly water distribution schedule.
Town of Taber / MD of Taber / Village of Barnwell Growth. As each of these municipalities and regions
continue to grow, there is an opportunity to work together to promote a stronger regional landscape,
economy, and social structure.

Opportunities & Constraints to Growth Identified in Engagement Sessions
•
•

•
•
•
•
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Connect Paths & Trails. There is an opportunity to connect the Town’s network of paths and trails. Connecting the pathway system also provides an opportunity to work with the MD of Taber for a mutually
beneficial outcome.
Shifting Portion of Downtown South. There is an opportunity to retain and enhance the commercial
area in Taber’s historic downtown and also to shift commercial growth south. By encouraging future commercial growth to proceed south towards the new Highway 3 Bypass, The Town has the opportunity to
expand it’s urban core to lands south of the CPR and existing Highway 3 corridor.
Recreational Services. The Town’s splash park and skate park are a source of pride, and there are future
opportunities to share recreational services between the Town and the MD.
Emergency Services. Southerly growth is supported by fire servicing, especially if the fire station is moved
to the proposed location near 50th Street and 50th Avenue downtown.
New Industrial Development. The Eureka Industrial Park is an opportunity for industrial growth. Future
industrial development should be located east of the Town due to prevailing winds.
Enhanced Housing Options. A lack of entry-level housing options is a major constraint which influences
seniors and young families alike. Affordable housing was cited as the main factor limiting industrial growth in
the community, as potential workforce cannot afford to locate here.

Workshop Results

Table 1
Table 2

Table 1
•
Expansion of residential and industrial development to the
south of the Town towards the new bypass
•
Development of new highway commercial corridor along
north side of bypass
•
Water servicing considered for Village of Barnwell
•
Creation of green space along south ridge of Oldman River

Table 2
•
Focus on connectivity, especially considering roads to the
north of the Town as well as a green network throughout
the northwest corner of the Town
•
Commercial nodes on both ends of new bypass - potential
for gateway style feature attracting highway users into Taber

Table 4
Table 3

Table 3
•
Focus on downtown commercial with additional nodes off
the bypass
•
Green space to the northwest of Town and a recreational
space near the Trout Pond
•
Increased density
•
Centralized police, fire, and hospital services

Table 5

Table 4
•
Expansion of industrial development around Taber Lake
•
Development of new highway commercial corridor along
north side of bypass, as well as commercial corridors along
new connections from the new highway into the Town
•
Expansion of residential development west to provide a ‘bedroom community’ for residents who work in Lethbridge

Table 5
•
Expansion of industrial development around Taber Lake
•
Development of highway commercial corridor and commercial corridors along new westerly connection from the new
highway into the Town
•
New idea of expansion of residential development west of
Town but only after filling out originally planned development northwest of Town
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Growth Management Planning Principles
and Evolving Best Practices
Discussions about the ways, means, and rationale for managing growth has been part of regional planning literature for more than forty years. Depending on the jurisdiction, the emphasis of growth management policies
have varied from resource conservation (i.e. the British Columbia Agricultural Land Reserve and the state
of Oregon’s urban growth boundary regulations) to sprawl containment (i.e. Ontario’s Places to Grow Act –
2005). Over the years planning practitioners have developed a number of urban design / place-making concepts,
such as Smart Growth, Form-Based Regulations, Complete Communities, Strong Towns, Resilient Communities,
Healthy Communities, etc. These concepts bring the broader, principles-based discussion down to the ground,
to a level of implementation by local governments.
The Composite Growth Management Concept that follows is a reflection of the preceding Development Suitability and Policy analyses, as well as the ideas of the growth workshop participants. In addition, the Concept is
shaped by the following planning “best practices” from contemporary literature:
1. Compact form and footprint – historically, towns have grown outward from a commercial core. Development has moved in iterative steps rather than massive leaps, and it has generally been geographically balanced
(east to west, north to south) unless interrupted and deflected by major natural features (rivers) or man-made
elements (railroads and highways).
• Taber’s urban form has slowly moved towards more balanced development north and south of the CPR
tracks. Highway 3’s expansion over the years to a major commercial transportation route has re-enforced
the development “boundary” established by the CPR tracks. The pending realignment of Highway 3, which
will bypass the Town, offers an opportunity to reduce the “boundary” effect. This could be accomplished by
allowing the existing highway commercial use to transition to local commercial uses that may be used to
link this strip to the existing commercial core north of the tracks.
• Similarly, the bypass offers an opportunity for residential development to expand south of the current
Highway 3 alignment, taking advantage of the topography that supports the extension of municipal services.
• From a planning principles perspective, the result would be a more regularly shaped, potentially more logically expanded, urban community.

- Taber Tennis Courts
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2. Healthy Community – community health is increasingly linked to the non-auto mobility of residents. Whether it is “walkability” or “bike-ability”, research has shown that the more physically active residents are, the more
“resilient” the whole community is to shocks of economic, environmental, or social change. The more compact
and developmentally balanced a community is, the higher the potential for it to be “healthy” as well.
• Food security is of growing importance to communities of all sizes. Encouraging the development of locally
grown foodstuffs must be more than a philosophical statement in a statutory plan. Land must be designated, set aside and protected as a specific element in a growth management plan. The agricultural lands
contained within the Growth Management Area boundaries, but outside the Urban Containment Boundary
are intended to provide a regulated, locally controlled land base for food security associated agriculture to
benefit the residents of the Town, Village, MD, and the greater region.
3. Strong Town – communities that qualify as being “strong” are fiscally sustainable and stable. They have not
only maximized the use of their existing infrastructure, but they have built in appropriate redundancy and interconnections with adjacent systems. The proposed looping of the water system south of Highway 3 (through
the Municipal District of Taber, connecting with the Village of Barnwell’s system, and then back to Town north of
the Highway) is an example of resilient, strong towns thinking at work.
• The collaborative, incremental development of the Highway 3 corridor between Barnwell and Taber is an
opportunity to strengthen the local economy, maximize the use of existing municipal infrastructure, and
begin to create the reserve funds for the eventual refurbishment of local infrastructure components.
4. Form-Based Regulations – even without rewriting the Town’s Land Use Bylaw, a building form / design approach to land use transition can become incorporated into staff’s land use recommendations and Council’s
subsequent decisions. This requires the conceptual softening of the “hard lines” found in traditional land use bylaws that divide uses into discrete districts. It has been proven that the blending of land uses can be successfully
achieved when community-accepted design elements make land use transitions as close to invisible as possible
(i.e. the Town of High River’s Land Use Bylaw). This is because the form and character of the area creates a
comfortable “sense of place”, often oriented to the human scale.
• Form-based regulations also support the progressive transition of intensity of use closer to the town
centre, and appropriate, proportionately lower intensity of use as one moves further away from the town
centre. The result is that, at the urban-rural interface, there are low intensity urban uses located adjacent to
low intensity rural / agricultural uses.
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Growth Management Concept Schematic

Best Planning Practices
Best Planning Practices
This schematic diagram illustrates the logic that was used to arrive at the final composite growth management
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Composite Growth Management Concept

The Composite Growth Management Concept reflects the
findings of the development suitability analyses, the policy
analyses, the ideas of the growth workshop participants, and
good land use planning practices. The Growth Management
Boundary has intentionally encompassed extensive areas
that are intended to remain in agricultural production.
This is to ensure that all parties, both urban and rural,
understand development outside of the suggested Urban
Containment Boundary is not contemplated as it is likely to
be environmentally, socially, and fiscally unsustainable. Within
the Urban Containment Boundary, existing agriculture,
residential, commercial, industrial, and recreational land uses
are shown in solid colours with their approximate boundaries
and interfaces. The approximate boundaries of lands that are
recommended for future development are bounded by dashed
lines of a use-appropriate colour. At this point, no attempt has
been made to prioritize or project development sequencing on
these lands, but clearly an iterative expansion into these areas
will be the most cost effective and sustainable in the long term.
More precise boundaries for future land use will be the subject
of upcoming Inter-municipal Development Plan collaborations.

0

1

2

Although the results of the MCDA favour northerly
development, the analysis does not consider proposed
infrastructure (including the Highway 3 bypass). A Highway 3
Twinning Open House was held by Alberta Transportation
on June 30th and attended by 1st Principles Planning. The
4
information presented was high level, with no definite
information on alignment and access. What is certain is that
this is a major infrastructure investment that has the potential
to push future development south.
Kilometers

Legend
Legend
* Locations approximate.
Map for illustration purposes only.
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An Incremental Approach to Growth Management: Next Steps
The new reality for Alberta municipalities is that unlimited, uncoordinated growth is, according the soon to be
proclaimed amendments to the Municipal Government Act, no longer an option. The approach that has been
the framework for this project is one that focuses on:
• Rational Regionalism. The consideration and inclusion of lands and the use of lands that are beyond the
jurisdiction of a single municipality;
• Transparency. A willingness to develop and share information in an open, publicly accessible manner; and
• Collaborative Consideration of Costs and Benefits.
The recommendations for “next steps” that follow, while being clearly addressed to the Town of Taber and
its circumstances, have been crafted to respect and provide guidance to the future development of the TaberBarnwell “region”. These recommendations are not intended to be an exhaustive or complete list of the
potential actions that could be taken to manage future growth. It is hoped that they will provide fodder for a
Inter-municipal Development Plan and collaboration framework discussions.
1. Development Suitability Next Steps
1. Ground truth GIS mapping data in the areas suggested as being suitable for future development with
particular attention to soils stability, wetlands classifications, and identification of unique or environmentally
significant areas;
2. Expand and / or update existing water, wastewater and storm water master plans to include lands that
could potentially be included in the Growth Management Boundary; and
3. Undertake a “regional” roads network master plan to identify key long term urban and rural transportation
linkages, coordinate roadway life cycle management programs, and prepare for Highway 3 bypass
development opportunities.
2. Policy Guided Next Steps
1. Pursue a tri-municipal prohibition of land fragmentation until tri-municipal IDP and Collaborative
Frameworks have been prepared and adopted to guide future “regional” growth;
2. Prepare the terms of reference for the preparation of an updated / rewritten IDP with Village of Barnwell
and the MD of Taber;
3. Land Use:
a. Pursue a tri-municipal agreement to prepare land use and entranceway concepts for the Highway 3
bypass, ensuring the traveling public’s needs are well serviced and that growth management principles /
boundaries are respected.
4. Servicing
a. A tri-municipal regional development partnership should be explored to provide access to costeffective, sustainable potable water, wastewater treatment and storm water management resources
within the Growth Management Area. With such a partnership in place, the extension and
appropriate interconnection of water and wastewater systems could be achieved to the benefit of
urban and rural residents, municipal facilities and the development of well planned commercial industrial land uses in the Highway 3 corridor between the Village of Barnwell and the Town of Taber.
b. Update agreement for the provision of water to Barnwell (and other water consumers Taber may
possibly provide for) to reflect the Village’s water allocation agreement with the Taber Irrigation
District and conserve the Town’s water allocation.
c. Explore new ideas regarding water conservation and management including:
- Trading of water licenses;
- Preparation of a “regional” water management plan;
- Development and adoption of water conserving appliance and fixture regulations;
d. Investigate the opportunity to develop new agricultural-based industries that focus on water
conservation and efficiency of water usage.
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1. Community Demographics
a. Youth: Explore possibility for siting of a post-secondary educational institution in Taber; e.g.
University of Lethbridge / Lethbridge College satellite campus, agriculture industry oriented trades
programs.
b. Seniors: Explore opportunity for new approaches to seniors accommodation and care that reflect
changing health care initiatives and the incorporation of healthy community design principles.
3. Best Planning Practices Next Steps
1. Review existing MDP policies and related mapping to determine the need for updating that may be
required to implement collaborative growth management, including:
a. Preparation of conceptual designs for conflict mitigating urban-rural land use interfaces;
b. Consideration of the inclusion of “urban agricultural” land uses at the urban-rural interface to
promote local food security and to minimize urban-rural land use conflicts;
c. Refining and redefining future annexation areas to promote balance development around the Town
commercial core;
d. Promotion of fiscally, socially, and environmentally responsible inter-municipal servicing, and intermunicipal connectivity (roads, pathways and trails) options.
2. Prepare MDP policy and mapping amendments as appropriate.
3. Continue to promote the inclusion of healthy community principles of walkability and bike-ability (as set
out in the Town’s MDP and Strategic Plan) in existing and new residential neighbourhoods, commercial
and industrial districts.

- Rogers Sugar & Tractor
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Water & Servicing
•
Approved Water Management Plan for the South Saskatchewan River Basin (Alberta Environment).
•
Town of Taber Storm Water Master Plan. MPE Engineering. August 2015.
•
Town of Taber Sanitary Master Plan (Draft). MPE Engineering. May 2017.
•
Town of Taber Potable Water Distribution Master Plan. MPE Engineering. March 2016.
•
Town of Taber Vision & Goals Strategic Initiative. August 2014.
•
Water Licenses, Transfers, and Allocation. Alberta Water Portal.
•
Salinity Mapping for Resource Management within the MD of Taber, Alberta. Conservation and Development Branch. Alberta
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development.
•
Alberta’s Irrigation – a Strategy for the Future. Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development. 2014. Irrigation and Farm Water
Division, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada.
•
“Finding the Sweet Spot.” Rogers Lantic. 2016 Annual Report.
•
Oldman Watershed Council.
•
1984 Town of Taber and Village of Barnwell Utilities Agreement.
•
Alberta Water Act. Alberta Energy Regulator.
Demographics
•
Seniors and Housing. Government of Alberta.
•
Census Profile, 2016 Census. Taber, Town [Census subdivision], Alberta and Division No. 2, Census division [Census division],
Alberta (Stats Canada).
•
“A Portrait of a 21st Century Agricultural Operation.” Agricultural Census 2017. Statistics Canada.
Highway Bypass
•
FUNCTIONAL PLANNING STUDY – UPGRADING AND TWINNING – Hwy. 3:10 & 12, W. of Jct. Hwy. 864 (Town of
Taber) to Jct. R.R. 130 (West of the Hamlet of Burdett). Government of Alberta.
Various
•
South Saskatchewan Regional Plan – 2014-2024. An Alberta Land-use Framework Integrated Plan. Government of Alberta.
•
Government of Alberta. Municipal Government Act (MGA), and Modernized Municipal Government Act (MMGA).
•
Government of Alberta MGA Review. Collaboration and Planning.
•
Town of Taber Municipal Development Plan.
•
Town of Taber Land Use Bylaw.
•
Municipal District of Taber AND Town of Taber Intermunicipal Development Plan.
•
Town of Taber: Economic Development Community Profile. SouthGrow Regional Initiative.
•
Municipal District of Taber: Economic Development Community Profile. SouthGrow Regional Initiative
•
Taber Economic Development (website).
•
Final Report: SouthGrow Investment Readiness and Attraction Review. Rainmaker Global Business Development. December
18, 2015.
•
Village of Barnwell Municipal Development Plan.
•
Town of Vauxhall (website).

Policy Analysis & Synthesis Methodology
1. Research. Source and gather policy documents, both statutory and non-statutory, reports, plans, news articles, etc.
2. Initial review of documents. Determine what documents are important, discard those that are irrelevant, and source and gather
additional documents that may be relevant as noted from other policy documents.
3. In-depth research into the content of each document. While reading, find and connect common themes and issues in each document that also align with what we’ve discovered through discussions with the Town and that also align with our 3 main principles.
4. Start to define a list of growth issues and threats that can be feasibly addressed and strongly supported by a number of the policy
documents reviewed.
5. Identify 3 key issues to address through growth direction. Addressing these issues would be fully or mostly supported by the reviewed policy documents.
6. Develop recommendations to follow in order to create a solution to the issues identified.
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Appendix B: List of Geospatial Data Sources
Town of Taber Data via ORRSC:
• Facilities (oil and gas)*
• Incidents_Complaints (operational impact/
odours)
• Incidents_Release (gas or liquid and licensee)
• Taber Major Structures (dam)
• Taber Sanitary Manhole
• Taber Storm Catch Basin
• Taber Water Curbstop
• Taber Water Fitting
• Taber Water Hydrant
• Taber Water Hydrant Valve
• Taber Water Main Valve
• Taber Water Tee Junction
• Taber Water Valves
• Wells
• PRI_COND (underground and overhead
wires)
• Taber Culverts
• Taber Sanitary Main**
• Taber Storm Main**
• Taber Water Pressure Main**
• Alberta Wetland Inventory**
• ABWRET – Wetland Value by Section**
• AOI_Polygons (town boundary)
• Taber Footprints (non-residential buildings)
• Taber HRV
• Taber 2013 Contours
Alberta Environment and Parks Data:
• Lotic Riparian Polygons (DEM Derived)**
• Native Prairie Vegetation Inventory*
• Alberta Groundcover Classification Mosaic**
• Alberta Merged Wetland Inventory*
• ABWRET – Relative Wetland Value Estimator
By Section**
• Alberta Ground Cover Classification Mosaic
Status
• South Saskatchewan Regional Plan Groundwater Vulnerability*
• Alberta Environment and Parks Wildlife Sensitivity Layers*
* layer used in base mapping
** layer used in analysis
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AgriSID:
• Soil Landscape Polygons**
GeoGratis Data:
• track segment*
• road segment**
• waste facilities*
• pipeline*
• telecommunications towers
• ritual cultural areas
• contour lines
• building_named_feature
• building
• dam
• elevation point
• hydro_obstacle (rocks in Taber lake)
• liquid storage facility (water storage)
• road junction
• tank
• track crossing
• track junction
• transformer station
• water_well
• dam
• delimiting_structure
• footbridge
• power_line
• protection_structure (dyke/levee)
• shoreline
• trail
• building
• island
• landform_feature (sand, embankment)
• residential area
• runway
• transformer station
• wooded area
• Digital Elevation Model**
Alberta Energy Regulator:
• Abandoned Well Map*

Appendix C: GIS Mapping
Elevation
Groundwater Vulnerability
Native Prairie Vegetation
Wetland Value by Section
Soil
Town of Taber
Oil Wells and Lines
Existing Storm Water, Potable Water, Wastewater Lines
Criterion Layers: Infrastructure Analysis
Criterion Layers: Environmental Analysis
Criterion Layers: Ecologically Significant Areas

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

- Taber Ballgame
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There is a gradual increase in elevation from the Town of Taber to the Village
of Barnwell, with an elevation change of 195m across the study area.
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This map shows a high level overview of the sensitivity of shallow groundwater
quality to potential impacts by surface activities. This layer of information comes
0
1.25
2.5
5
from the Water Policy Branch of Alberta Environment
km and is based on work originally done by Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (now Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada) and Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development.
There is a very high relative risk to groundwater quality from land-based activities surrounding the Oldman River, the Town of Taber and Taber Lake. Risk is relatively low (depicted by the yellow color) from downtown south. Risk is medium
west of highway 864 towards Barnwell.
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BASE MAPPING: NATIVE PRAIRIE VEGETATION
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The majority of the land around the Town of Taber is classified
as non-native prairie vegetation. The coulees west of town are
classified as 1-25% native prairie vegetation, and the areas around
significant water bodies (for example, Taber Lake, the Horsefly
Reservoir and the Oldman River) contain relatively higher percentages of native prairie vegetation.
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BASE MAPPING: WETLAND VALUE BY SECTION
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The data in this map originates from the Alberta Merged Wetland Inventory which is an
amalgamation of wetland inventories captured at different times using different inventory
1.25
2.5 to replace 5site specific or local information to desystems. This dataset0 is not
intended
km
scribe wetland type, area and location.
This high-level data shows Class A wetlands north of the Oldman River, around Taber Lake
and the Horsefly Reservoir.
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BASE MAPPING: SOIL
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This information comes from AGRASID (Agricultural Region of Alberta Soil
Inventory Database). The map shows the varying potential of specific areas
for agricultural production.
It indicates
the classes
0
1.25
2.5
5 according to the Soil Capability Classification of Agriculture, which is basedkm
on the characteristics of the
soil as determined by soil surveys. The mineral soils are grouped into 7 classes according to the potential of each soil for the production of field crops.
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CRITERION LAYERS: INFRASTRUCTURE ANALYSIS
TOWN OF TABER EXISTING
MAJOR ROADS (10%)
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TOWN OF TABER EXISTING
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46

TOWN OF TABER EXISTING
STORM LINES >500mm (30%)

TOWN OF TABER EXISTING
SANITARY LINES
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CRITERION LAYERS: ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
WATER LAYER (25%)

SLOPE LAYER (25%)
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100% (Disturbed)
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CRITERION LAYERS: ECOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT AREAS
(GROUNDCOVER (12.5%)

Legend
0% (Water, Wetland)
10% (Crop, Fescue, Shrub, Conifer)
80% (Exposed Soil)
100% (Urban)

- Taber Confederation Park
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CRITICAL HABITAT (12.5%)
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Appendix D: Team Biographies

1st Principles Planning - Team Biographies
Harry Harker, RPP, FCIP

Harry is a member of the Canadian Institute of Planners (MCIP), and is a
Registered Professional Planner (RPP) in both Alberta and British Columbia. He was
elected to the College of Fellows of the Canadian Institute in 2014. His
career has spanned 45 years and included extended periods of private and public
practice. In addition to his leadership role at 1st Principles Planning, Harry is
currently serving as the inaugural “Practitioner-In-Residence” for the Planning
Program in the University of Calgary’s Faculty of Environmental Design.

Regardless of his employer, Harry’s focus has always been to promote a collaborative approach to community,
inter-municipal and regional planning, as well as innovative land development & servicing initiatives that
benefit communities and conserve critical resources. His relevant municipal service has included a 5 year stint
as the Director of Development Services at Red Deer County and 3 1/2 years as the Town Manager for the Town
of High River. His innovative approach to solving a locally significant development issue during his tenure at the
Town of High River was recognized in 2012 by the Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators with The
Willis Award for Innovation. As a consultant, Harry previously served as CitySpaces Ltd.’s Manager for Alberta and
the Prairies for 3½ years and has been the President of 1st Principles for the past 2 years.
As a senior municipal manager, consultant and educator, Harry has participated in the preparation and
subsequent implementation of Inter-municipal Development Plans in Red Deer County, Rocky View County
and the MD of Foothills. Given the intricacy and sensitivity of local land use politics, several of these documents
included contextually adaptive dispute resolution processes.

Asia Walker, MPlan

Jennifer Miller, MPlan

Jen holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Geography
from Queen’s University, an IT Diploma in Geographic
Information Systems from Algonquin College and
a Master of Planning Degree from the University of
Calgary. She has special interests in environmental
planning, sustainable urban design, inclusionary
housing and active transportation. Jen has worked on
a variety of projects related to Planning and GIS at the
City of Calgary, Town of Taber (AB), District of
Summerland (BC) and Town of Creston (BC).

Asia Walker is a Master of Planning graduate from
the University of Calgary’s Faculty of Environmental
Design and holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts in
English from the same school. Her experience in
heritage planning, urban design, and public
engagement have provided opportunities to work
in public and private planning roles, including a
conceptual community design in the District of
Summerland and a new growth management
strategy for the Town of Taber.
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Appendix E: Image Resources
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Taber Storm; Taber Train; Chin Lakes; Taber Flag. Photos taken by Asia Walker. May 2017.
Taber Field; Taber from the Highway; Taber Irrigation; Taber Church; Taber Cyclists; Taber Tennis Courts; Rogers Sugar & Tractor;
Taber Sidewalks; Taber Ballgame; Taber Confederation Park. Photo taken by Jennifer Miller. May 2017.
Town of Taber Historic Courthouse. Image from the Town of Taber website. http://www.taber.ca/index.aspx?NID=406
Taber Cornfields. Image from 660 News. Website. Image by Ian Campbell. August 31, 2016. http://www.660news.com/2016/08/31/
another-successful-season-for-taber-corn-despite-weather-woes/
Taber Fields. Image from Autum Landscapes.Website. Image by dickieb. September 2012. http://www.telusplanet.net/public/dickieb/albertachronicles/2012autumn/
Taber Irrigation. Image from Albertan Farmer Express. Website. Image by Thinkstock. May 2014.
https://www.albertafarmexpress.ca/2014/05/01/water-management-beats-precision-fertilizing-on-irrigated-land/
MMGA. Image from Government of Alberta. Website. http://mgareview.alberta.ca/
Government of AB Parliament Buildings. Image from Huffpost Politics. Image by Michael Wheatley via Getty Images. http://www.
huffingtonpost.ca/2014/09/15/new-cabinet-ministers-alberta_n_5825198.html
Town of Taber Wastewater Treatment Plant – Octaform Bioreactor. Image from Octaform. Website. http://www.octaform.com/
projects/town-of-taber/
Taber District and Health Foundation. Image from IDHF. Website. http://www.tdhf.ca/
Taber Spray Park. Image from Vacation Country –Travel Guide Alberta. Website. http://www.travelguidebook.com/index.cfm?inc=place&place_id=2258
Study Area. Image from Stantec & Alberta Transportation study. Report. FUNCTIONAL PLANNING STUDY – UPGRADING
AND TWINNING – Hwy. 3:10 & 12, W. of Jct. Hwy. 864 (Town of Taber) to Jct. R.R. 130 (West of the Hamlet of Burdett). Government of Alberta
Restaurants, Accommodation, Retail. Images from Google Earth.

